
UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES 
GRANTS MANAGEMENT OFFICE 

 
GUIDE TO ARC LINKAGE PROJECTS 2010 

 
Please use this guide to assist in the preparation of your application for an ARC Linkage Project in 2010. You should however also refer to on the ARC Funding 
Rules and Instructions to Applicants for ARC Linkage Projects grants 2010 for definitive advice at all times should you be dealing with an eligibility or 
compliance matter. 
 
To complete your application, you will need to apply online via the ARC’s RMS system which replaces the old GAMS system.  Note: there is no longer a hard 
copy submission application system, the process is online under RMS.   
 
In addition to working through your application you need to gather up a range of support materials for submission.  It is important to start gathering this 
documentation early: 

 
• Signed Certification Forms This form is not submitted to the ARC with the Proposal but must be made available to the ARC upon request. It is used to 

ensure all parties have agreed to participate prior to submitting the application and is retained by the University. 
• Track record information – F13 – F17 must be gathered for all CIs and APDIs and as far as possible this information should be included for PIs as well 

(with formatting standardised across all investigators) as this will strengthen your application.  F13 is mandatory for all named investigators.  F17 is for 
named APDIs only. Refer your collaborators to Advice Sheet For Completing Track Record for advice on how to put forward a strong  account of their 
track record. 

• Letter from Commonwealth-funded Centre if required, for uploading to F7. This should certify that the person named on the proposal and associated 
with the Centre is doing work that doesn’t overlap with the core programming of the Centre.  Note: PIs associated with Centres do not need to answer 
this question or obtain a letter if associated with a Centre. 

• For H1 and H2, you will need to provide details of research funding sought, current and past for the years specified.  Please note that RMS defaults to 
“complete and valid” when nothing has been entered so it may at first glance appear as if you have entered something into this area. 

• For I, short progress reports must be provided  for projects for which named investigators have been awarded funds in 2008 under Discovery Projects, 
Linkage Projects schemes or Federation Fellowships schemes. These projects will have the prefix DP, LP, FF.  

• Partner organisation support letters (no more than 2 pages in 12 point font for uploading to G5 of the application form – see Template letter for use by 
Partner Organisations supporting your Linkage Grants for things to cover off in the support letters) 

 
Creating a New Proposal 
 
The Lead Investigator should create the new Proposal in RMS.   

1. Log on, and click on “Create Draft Proposal”, choosing “LP10 Round 1”. 
2. Enter a Proposal name and click on ‘Create Proposal’ to create a draft.  The Proposal name is not your Proposal Title – it simply identifies 

the application in the system and can be brief. Save.  The “Draft Proposal Summary” page will now appear. 
3.  Enter further details of Participants (ie all named CIs, APDIs and PIs).  When you are finished, note the Proposal ID that has been generated 

by the system. 

http://www.arc.gov.au/ncgp/lp/lp_fundingrules.htm
http://www.arc.gov.au/ncgp/lp/lp_fundingrules.htm
http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP10_R1_Instructions_Revised.pdf
http://www.arc.gov.au/applicants/system_default.htm
http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP10_Certification.pdf
http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/2010%20Schemes/Linkage2010_R1/Linkage_trackrecordadvice2010.doc
http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/2010%20Schemes/Linkage2010_R1/Linkage_partnerletter_template.rtf
http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/2010%20Schemes/Linkage2010_R1/Linkage_partnerletter_template.rtf


4. In RMS – you must ‘invite’ your participants and they may either accept or reject the invitation. Only the proposal owner can invite others 
to the Proposal – hence the importance of them being the lead CI.  All invitees must have an RMS profile – if they do not, email 
mygrants.gmo@unsw.edu.au to arrange this. 

5. Note – each participating Organisation MUST be listed.  Organisations do not need to accept or reject, however agreement from all 
Organisations including the Eligible Organisation must be included at Part G of the Proposal. 

6. Once you have completed all of the above steps, you can access your draft Proposal by clicking on ‘Draft Proposals’ on your RMS Home 
Page. 

7. Save your application regularly as you are working!  The system ‘times out’ after 20 minutes of inactivity. 
 
 
Part A Administrative summary Advice Useful References Applicable Selection 

Criteria 
A1 Organisation to Administer 

Grant 
This information will be auto-populated 
from the ‘Draft Proposal Summary’ page 
 

The ARC Instructions to 
Applicants is a useful 
reference to have beside you 
in conjunction with this 
guide.  The Instructions 
provide technical advice as 
well as content and budget 
tips. 
http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP
10_R1_Instructions_Revised.
pdf 
 

 

A2 Proposal Title The project title is used to establish the 
significance of your project. Please ensure 
that it attracts attention to your study but 
also adequately describes it. If you indicate 
later at B1 that this project sits under a 
national priority then your project title will 
ideally reflect this somehow. Remember 
that this must be done in 20 words or less. 
As above, this is NOT your Proposal Name. 
 

For national priorities : 
Select from the drop down 
list. Appendix I of the 2010 
Linkage Projects Funding 
Rules provides further details 
on each priority 
http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP
10_FundingRules.pdf 
 
 

Significance and 
innovation 25% 
Commitment from Partner 
Org 25% 

A3 Person Participant Summary This question is autopopulated from the 
Draft Proposal Summary page, in the order 
the personnel were entered. The first named 
Investigator will be a CI (employed by 
UNSW) or APDI and will be the lead 

To ascertain your eligibility 
to be named on the 
application : 
Go through the eligibility 
checklists on our website at  

 

mailto:mygrants.gmo@unsw.edu.au
http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP10_R1_Instructions_Revised.pdf
http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP10_R1_Instructions_Revised.pdf
http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP10_R1_Instructions_Revised.pdf
http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP10_FundingRules.pdf
http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP10_FundingRules.pdf


investigator on the project. 
The role you nominate for each 
participating investigator is that which 
applies at January 1 2010 (eg APDI if that is 
what they hope to be) 
Those partner investigators who have an 
adjunct appointment at UNSW should be 
identified as belonging to the organisation 
that pays their salaries and NOT UNSW 
here. This may involve changing your RMS 
profile to show your employing 
organisation, not your adjunct appointment.  
 
 
 
 

Investigator Eligibility 
Checklist  make doubly sure 
you are eligible for the role 
of lead CI, CI, PI, APDI or 
LIF.  
 
Use our partner eligibility 
checklist to ensure your 
partners are eligible for the 
Scheme  
 
For information on updating 
your RMS details go to 
http://www.arc.gov.au/applic
ants/system_default.htm 
 

A4 Summary of proposal In no more than 100 words and in one 
sentence for each state: 

• the aims 
• the significance  
• the outcomes. 

Again if you are selecting a priority area at 
B1 then reflect this here. 
 

Further hint : 
This is used for publicity 
purposes and is the first 
introduction to your project 
so you should keep this 
jargon free and reasonably 
easy to understand. 
Avoid the use of quotation 
marks, acronyms and do not 
use all upper case characters 
in the text. 
 

Significance and 
innovation 25% 
Commitment from Partner 
Org 25% 
Approach and training 
20% 

A5 Summary of 
National/Community Benefit 

Write this with reference to A4 
demonstrating in this 100 words how your 
project outcomes strengthen the nation and 
community.  This might be through 
addressing a national priority area, and if so 
reference it here. But even if not, your 
project will extend knowledge and 
understanding in the discipline, put 
Australia at the forefront of this kind of 
industry research or similar. 

As above, this is used for 
publicity purposes and the 
use of acronyms etc should 
be avoided. It is also used by 
assessors in meetings, 
however, to quickly recall 
the national benefit of your 
project.  This is worth 10% 
so time taken to describe in 
plain English a sensible 
public outcome is time well 
spent. 

National Benefit 10% 
 

http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/2010%20Schemes/Linkage2010_R1/LinkageInvestigatorEligibility_Checklist.doc
http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/2010%20Schemes/Linkage2010_R1/LinkageInvestigatorEligibility_Checklist.doc
http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/2009%20Schemes/LinkagePartnershipEligibility_Checklist.doc
http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/2009%20Schemes/LinkagePartnershipEligibility_Checklist.doc
http://www.arc.gov.au/applicants/system_default.htm
http://www.arc.gov.au/applicants/system_default.htm


B1 National Research Priorities Question B1 is not mandatory 
 
If your project could be justified as being 
within the National Priority Areas, then you 
should nominate this here. You can only 
nominate ONE National Priority Area. 
You will also need to indicate why this is so 
in part C 
It would help also if this National Priority 
Area selection was reflected at G (Partner 
organisation letter of support). 
 

For national priorities : 
Go to Appendix 6 of the 
2009 Linkage Projects 
Funding Rules. 
http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP
10_FundingRules.pdf 
 

National Benefit 10% 
 

B2 and 
B3 

Research Classifications Please ensure you accurately describe your 
project when selecting these. FOR Codes  
and SEOs are used to identify assessors and 
assign your application to the appropriate 
expert panel. 
 
Please prioritise the classification codes 
from highest % to lowest % and ensure the 
percentages add up to 100% 

FORs available from : 
http://www.abs.gov.au/aussta
ts/abs@.nsf/66f306f503e529a
5ca25697e0017661f/955FFA
4EB1B23847CA25697E0018
FB14?opendocument 
 
SEOs available from : 
http://www.abs.gov.au/aussta
ts/abs@.nsf/0/B0D91B90055
5CA72CA25697E0018FB68?
opendocument 
 

 

B4 Keywords Enter between one and ten keywords to 
describe the proposed research. The 
keywords should be of the kind normally 
required for submitting an article to a major 
refereed journal. 
 
These are used to select your assessors. You 
can use short phrases and we encourage 
you to use all ten keyword data fields that 
are available. 

Further hint : 
Stuck for key words ? Think 
of whom you want to assess 
this and use the keywords 
you think they would use to 
describe their research. 
Details of the members of the 
College of Experts can be 
found here : 
http://www.arc.gov.au/about
_arc/expert.htm  
 

 

Part C: Project description 
Provide no more than 10 pages in the required format.  All pages must be merged into a single PDF document. Use a 12 point highly legible font type. 
 

http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP10_FundingRules.pdf
http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP10_FundingRules.pdf
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/66f306f503e529a5ca25697e0017661f/955FFA4EB1B23847CA25697E0018FB14?opendocument
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/66f306f503e529a5ca25697e0017661f/955FFA4EB1B23847CA25697E0018FB14?opendocument
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/66f306f503e529a5ca25697e0017661f/955FFA4EB1B23847CA25697E0018FB14?opendocument
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/66f306f503e529a5ca25697e0017661f/955FFA4EB1B23847CA25697E0018FB14?opendocument
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/66f306f503e529a5ca25697e0017661f/955FFA4EB1B23847CA25697E0018FB14?opendocument
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/0/B0D91B900555CA72CA25697E0018FB68?opendocument
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/0/B0D91B900555CA72CA25697E0018FB68?opendocument
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/0/B0D91B900555CA72CA25697E0018FB68?opendocument
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/0/B0D91B900555CA72CA25697E0018FB68?opendocument
http://www.arc.gov.au/about_arc/expert.htm
http://www.arc.gov.au/about_arc/expert.htm


 Aims and Background Describe the aims and background of the 
Proposal – make sure the aims are clear, 
memorable and up-front. 
 
Include information about recent 
international progress in the fireld of the 
research and the relationship of this 
Proposal to work in the field generally. 
 
Refer only to refereed papers that are 
widely available to the national and 
international research communities. 

Remember that research in a 
Linkage Projects application 
is about a meeting of the 
minds. You have a research 
project and your partner 
organisation has a need. So 
in discussing your aims and 
objectives it is important to 
indicate not only why this is 
important to your discipline, 
but also why it is important 
to your partner organisation. 
Cite either the Partner’s 
business plan or strategic 
documents or a publicly 
known agenda for the 
research involving your 
partner. 
 
In discussing the importance 
to the partner organisation, 
please indicate why the 
project is important socially 
or economically to Australia.
 
This section should be a 
short and critical review of 
the literature on the topic, 
summarising where others 
are at and alluding to what 
contribution you will make. 

National Benefit 10% 
Nature of Collaboration 
25% 
Significance and 
Innovation 25% 

 Significance and Innovation What is the important problem the research 
will address? 
 
What is the contribution the project will 
make?  
 
What is new here?  The idea or the 
methodology, or both? 
 

 National Benefit 10% 
Nature of Collaboration 
25% 
Significance and 
Innovation 25% 



If you have nominated a priority area then 
discuss this here as well. 
 
Does your partner organisation have a track 
record of producing innovations? Then 
indicate this here as well. 
 
How is this new or innovative for your 
partner organization? Why is this important 
to them? 

 Approach and Training You need to indicate here how you will 
undertake your study.  (Methodology) 
 
If this study provides a training opportunity 
for an LIF or APAI, then indicate what that 
is here. 
When articulating the methodology, please 
ensure that you give roles to the various 
elements in your budget including 
personnel. 
 
If the study is to be conducted at numerous 
sites, it is especially important that this is 
indicated. You should also indicate how 
you intend to manage the project across 
these various sites. 
 
Please ensure that you give an active role 
to your partner organisation in the conduct 
of your study, as this is critically 
important. 
 
Finally, ensure that you justify your study 
properly (with references if possible), so as 
to confirm to your assessors that you know 
how best to achieve the results you’ve 
indicated. 
 
You are advised not to use diagrams or 
pictures unless you are absolutely sure they 

 Approach and Training 
20% 
Nature of Collaboration 
25% 



will survive low resolution scanning. 
 National Benefit Ensure that if you have nominated a 

national priority area that this is addressed 
in this section. 
 
You need to indicate here why this study is 
significant to the discipline and to the 
Australian economy, society, environment 
or culture? 
 
If you have nominated an APAI and an LIF, 
then please indicate how training in this 
area will be of value to Australia. 

 National Benefit 10% 
Significance and 
innovation 25% 

 Partner Organisation 
Commitment and 
Collaboration 

After alluding to a role for your study in the 
previous section you need to then stress 
why this study is important to your partner 
organisation and how they will be engaged 
in it. 
 
Indicate how the project will lead to further 
collaboration and its role in the 
development of long-term alliances. 
 
Ensure this does not conflict with what is 
said at C3 and F4.  (Partner Organisation 
Letter of Support) 

Ensure that you have at least 
$20,000 in cash as well as 
in-kind support from each 
partner for your project. 
 
It is a dollar for dollar 
matching scheme, so in-kind 
support must at least make 
the match with ARC request, 
but it is better that the 
contribution from industry 
partners adds up to more 
than the ARC request. 

Nature of collaboration 
25% 



 Communication of Results Think of something different to put here in 
addition to the standard requirements of 
journal and conference publishing. 
 
Consider in-house seminars for your partner 
organisation or training in the University for 
partner organisation staff, postgraduate and 
undergraduate students. 
 
What about media interest?  What about 
outreach? (e.g. talks in Schools, etc.) 
 
What about the potential products that may 
arise due to the study? 

 Track Record 20% 

 
 
 

Role of Personnel Please indicate what role each person 
(including the Chief Investigators, Partner 
Investigators, APAI(s), APD I and any 
research assistants) will play in the study. 
Do not talk about the skill set that should 
have been discussed at either B9 or C2 or 
C3. We suggest that you talk here about 
what each of you will actually do and how 
you will work as a team. 
 
Discuss here how partner organisation 
personnel will work in the project. 

 Approach and Training 
20% 

 References Must be included in the 10-page limit. Note 
that the font size may be reduced to 10pt, if 
space becomes an issue. 

  

D1 Budget Details In your budget you must detail, in separate 
tables:  

• the cash required from the ARC   
• the total cash / in-kind contribution 

by UNSW   
• the separately identified cash and 

in-kind contributions from the 
Partner Organisation(s);  

• other contributions. 
 
 

You MUST answer question 
G4 “Has a successful 
eligibility cash 
exemption/ruling been 
granted by the ARC for this 
Partner Organisation?” 
either with a Yes OR No 
prior to entering details in 
Part D 
 
 

Partner contribution: 25% 



 
Tables for Administering Organisations, 
Other Eligible Organisations and Other 
Organisations are created by clicking “Set 
Other Organisation Contributor” and 
adding the organization. 
 
Partner Organisation contributions must 
total at least 20%  of the ARC cash request, 
or 50% of the ARC cash request if 
$500,000 or more is requested in any one 
year. 
 
The total of cash and in-kind partner  
contributions must at least match the 
requested ARC contribution. 
 
This drops to a partner organisation 
contribution of 20% cash and 20% in-kind 
in total against the ARC contribution for 
APAI-only applications. 
 
Complete the ARC budget table first, 
REMOVING ‘unspecified contribution’ lines 
and adding budget items instead. These 
budget items will auto-populate into your 
non-ARC budget tables and can only be 
entered in the ARC budget table (so do this 
first, even where you are not requesting 
funding for this item from the ARC). 
 
Ensure all named participants are included 
in the ARC table (as stated above) 
 
Named APDI candidates will automatically 
have a budget line created for them – Select 
‘edit’ to stipulate the years for which 
funding is required – do not enter these 
salary amounts manually. 
 
If a Linkage Industry Fellowship has been 

UNSW Academic Salary 
Scales can be found at: 
UNSW Academic Salary 
Scales Use these for Senior 
Research Associates, 
Reseasrch Associates etc 
 
UNSW General Salary Scales 
can be found at: 
UNSW General Salary Scales 
Use these for all other non-
academic personnel 
 
You will need to put the 
Fellowship Salary Gap into 
your University (or 
Collaborater) budget table. 
Fellowship salary rates 
which show the salary gap 
(ie the amount the 
University pays over and 
above ARC)  can be found 
at: 
http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.a
u/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/AR
C_Fellowship_salaries_2009.
xls 
 
APAI or APAI-IT must not be 
entered via “Add Item” and 
must be added via “Un-
named Remunerated 
Participant” link 
 
LIFs must be named 
investigators at A3. 
 
 
The ARC Instructions to 
Applicants provides excellent 
advice on compiling your 

http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/Academic_Salaries_2009.xls
http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/Academic_Salaries_2009.xls
http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/General_Salaries_2009.xls
http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/ARC_Fellowship_salaries_2009.xls
http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/ARC_Fellowship_salaries_2009.xls
http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/ARC_Fellowship_salaries_2009.xls
http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/ARC_Fellowship_salaries_2009.xls
http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP10_R1_Instructions_Revised.pdf
http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP10_R1_Instructions_Revised.pdf


requested in A3, then this should have been 
covered off in F3 (Fellowship details). LIFs 
are added in the Personnel budget category.  
You must complete a detailed budget for 
each budget year (not more than $200,000 
for the LIF in total).  Use UNSW salary rates 
as appropriate to the Fellow. 
 
You must include name of investigator, 
duration and timing information in the 
description of this budget item. 
 
Do not include GST in your costings. 
APAI and APA-IT (scholarships) are to be 
entered by clicking “Add Un-named 
Remunerated participant” and select the 
funding level from the drop down list. Do 
not enter amounts manually and do not 
use the ‘Add Item’ link. The ARC will 
automatically index this so put in the same 
amount each year.  
 
If the Scholarship or Fellowship is for fewer 
years than the project, put “0” in the years 
where funding for these things will not be 
sought. 
 
In non-ARC budget tables, ensure that all 
amounts are listed against specific items 
(remember items are added to all tables by 
adding them to the ARC table, and 
indicating ‘O’ in the ARC table if no funds 
are requested for this item.  DO NOT enter 
amounts against ‘unspecified contribution’ 
fields. Ensure all of the ‘unspecified 
contribution’ fields at a ‘O’ on submission. 
 
 
NOTE: You are no longer required to 
include indirect costs to your project. These 
costs are the hidden costs of conducting 

budget.  Read from Page 12 
on.   
 
NB: The cost ceiling for a 
Linkage Industry Fellowship 
is $200,000. 
 
NB: Teaching relief can be 
claimed by CIs for up to half 
the life of the project. It can 
be used on a part-time basis 
for the whole of the life of 
the project.  Quote claims for 
relief from teaching or other 
duties allowance at a rate of 
not more than $67,280 
(2009 rate) (or pro rata) per 
CI. including on-costs.  
 
NB: For equipment, 
hardware and software over 
$1000 should be under 
‘Equipment’, while anything 
under $1000 should be listed 
under ‘Maintenance’. Large 
items should be pursued 
through the ARC’s Linkage, 
Infastructure, Equipment and 
Facilities (LIEF) Program. 
 
 



this research And were historically included 
as a multiplier at the bottom of ARC 
application budget tables. 
 
 

E1 Justification of funding 
requested from the ARC 

You must fully justify why you are 
requesting funds from the ARC (two page 
max). Applications requesting funding for 
LIF may include up to one additional page 
outlining the case for the fellowship. 
 
In the case of personnel do not say much 
about what they will do, as this is what C is 
for. You need to justify why you are 
requesting a person at the given level. If 
you are requesting an APAI or LIF, justify in 
terms of qualifications, skills and 
experience required to carry out the tasks. 
You should allude to the fact that you 
believe that there is a graduate program or 
post doc program within the project being 
requested. 
 
Maintenance/Consumables 
 
Supplies requested should mesh with 
methods/experiments. 
 
Requests for equipment that you might 
ordinarily expect to be available to a study 
or that is standard must be justified in terms 
of the amount of time it is required for in 
the study and thus not available from the 
host Department/School. 
 
PLEASE DISCUSS YOUR BUDGET AND 
ITS JUSTIFICATION WITH THE UNSW 
GRANTS MANAGEMENT OFFICE OR THE 
RESEARCH STRATEGY OFFICE IF YOU 
ARE REGISTERED.  

The selection criteria ask in 
the funding rules: 

• if the project involves 
an APAI, is the 
project suitable for 
research training? 

• where relevant, is the 
intellectual content 
and scale of the work 
proposed appropriate 
to a research higher 
degree? 

• how appropriate is 
the proposed budget?

 
Please ensure these questions 
are accommodated in your 
budget justifications and in 
Sect C. 
 
 
 
 
Note: RMS does not validate 
whether a budget is 
compliant and therefore you 
should check contributions 
carefully.  See p 16 of the 
Instructions to Applicants  

Approach and Training 
25% 

http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP10_R1_Instructions_Revised.pdf


E2 Justification of partner 
organisation and other non-
ARC contributions (including 
contributions by UNSW) 

You must use this section to explain the 
items funded or provided by the Partner 
Organisation(s) including in kind 
contributions and how their values are 
derived. This section must be completed in 
2 pages maximum: do not upload a PDF 
containing more than 2 pages 
 
Where you indicate personnel are being 
provided, their role should be explained at 
C but a justification for the calculation must 
be provided here. 
You must give a role to the cash committed 
by the Partner Organisation, i.e. what it will 
provide and how will this support assist the 
project. 
 
You need to stress the Partner Collaboration 
Commitments, how these items will interact 
with the study. The governance framework 
for the study should illustrate that there is a 
strong interaction between the parties. 
 
The Partner Organisation contribution 
ought to generally reflect the design of the 
study as articulated at C and the Partner 
Organisation Commitment and 
Collaboration Section at C and the letter of 
Support at G5. 
 
You must also indicate what the University 
will provide. If you are using labs or 
equipment this should be stressed.  
 
In the case of an LIF or APAI, the 
arrangements for hosting this person in the 
Department/School must be referred to as 
well.  

Remember that ARC Linkage 
uses generic assessors. They 
will not know about 
equipment or facilities 
available to you at UNSW or 
more importantly in your 
Partner Organisation so you 
must explain that here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: RMS does not validate 
whether a budget is 
compliant and therefore you 
should check contributions 
carefully.  See p 16 of the 
Instructions to Applicants 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approach and Training 
25% 

Part F Personnel PART F MUST BE COMPLETED FOR EACH PERSON LISTED AT A3    
F1 Personal Details This section will be autopopulated from the Note:  If you have listed a PI  

http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP10_R1_Instructions_Revised.pdf


details in RMS for each participant. 
All CIs and PIs must have a RMS ID.  If you 
do not have a RMS ID, then you must get 
one as soon as possible.  These are applied 
for online. 
 
 

from your partner 
organisation in A3, then this 
person will need to apply for 
a RMS ID. 
For information on updating 
your RMS details go to 
http://www.arc.gov.au/applic
ants/system_default.htm 
 
   

F3 Are you applying for a LIF? Only ONE LIEF can be applied for.  The LIF 
must be an eligible CI or PI (if PI, must be 
employed at least 50% at the partner 
organization) and their temporary transfer 
(which may be from the administering 
institution to a partner organisation or vice 
versa) must be fully justified. 

Relevant sections for LIF 
justifications are: 

- Part C 
- Part E 
- This question 

 

F4 Nomination as APAI supervisor If you are applying for an APAI within this 
application, then at least one of the named 
CIs must be named here as the supervisor 
for the APAI/s. The ARC prefers that more 
than one CI/PI is named as supervisor and 
PIs from partner organizations are 
encouraged. 

Tip: The ARC prefers that 
more than one CI/PI is 
named as supervisor. 

 

F5 Are you a current member of 
the ARC…. 

This section auto-populates. Please notify 
the ARC if the information is incorrect. 

  

F7 Association with a 
Commonwealth Funded Centre

If any CI or APDI is associated with either a 
CRC or ARC Centre of Excellence or some 
other Commonwealth Government funded 
research Centre then you should make sure 
that a letter confirming the research in your 
application does not duplicate that of the 
Centre is uploaded at this point. Neither 
the Research Strategy Office nor the Grants 
Management Office can obtain such letters 
for you. These must be obtained by you 
from the CEO/Director of the Centre and be 
on their letterhead. 
 

Note: If the Centre has not 
yet commenced but will do 
so in 2010, please obtain the 
letter from the person who is 
intended to be the Centre 
Director. If you are 
associated with a Centre that 
will cease operations in 
2009, a letter from the Centre 
Director is not required. 
 

 

 

F8 Partner Organisation Conflict This section is very important. If ‘yes’ has   

http://www.arc.gov.au/applicants/system_default.htm
http://www.arc.gov.au/applicants/system_default.htm
http://www.arc.gov.au/applicants/system_default.htm


of Interest been selected, explain how the conflict of 
interest will be managed. The Grants 
Management Office can advise on how to 
word this. 

IN CONJUNCTION WITH THIS ADVICE, ON SECT F14 PLEASE READ UNSW’S SEPARATE GUIDE TO TRACK RECORDS   
 

F13 Most significant contribution 
to this research field. 

This is where you definitively explain your 
research contributions.  It should be a 
statement of approximately 250 words on 
what you have contributed to the field of 
study  
This section should not just quantify your 
career by saying that you have so many 
awards and publications - that is what F13 
is for. F15 allows you to highlight your best 
publications and so should not be 
duplicated here. 
This section is mandatory for all 
participants. 
 

 Track Record 20% 

F14 Recent significant publications 
(2004 onwards) 

This question is mandatory for CIs and 
APDIs but not PIs. Agree on a consistent 
publications list across all CIs and PIs.  Put 
the most recent publications first if you can. 
Ensure the format is consistent within each 
list at the very least. 
List publications in this order: 

− books 
− book chapters 
− refereed journal articles 
− refereed conference papers 
− other publications. 

 

Upload a pdf of no more 
than 20 A4 pages  
NB: Only include those 
publications that have been 
accepted (in which case 
include the acceptance date) 
or published. (In press; 
DD/MM/YY) 
 
Asterisk publications relevant 
to this proposal. 
 

 

F15 10 career best publications This mandatory for CI and APDIs but not 
PIs.  You should list here your 10 best 
publications with a few lines after each 
entry explaining why they are the best. 
Include Citation and Impact Factor 
information where relevant. 
 

Use a PDF of no more than 3 
A4 pages 

Track Record 20% 

http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/2010%20Schemes/Linkage2010_R1/Linkage_trackrecordadvice2010.doc


F16 Other evidence of impact and 
contributions 

This mandatory for CI and APDIs but not 
PIs.  This is where you quantify your 
research contributions.  You should list here 
the total number and quality of 
publications, awards, memberships, 
editorial responsibilities, grant reviewing 
and PhD supervision. Max 250 words. 
 

Further hint: 
Any major consultancies or 
experience in working with 
industry should be indicated 
here. Please also list any 
patents that you might have 
been involved with. 
 
Again, this is optional but 
researchers should use the 
opportunity provided. 
 

Track Record 20% 
Nature of Collaboration 
25% 

F17 Aspects of Career not detailed 
elsewhere 

Please indicate here when it is not evident 
elsewhere anything that might help your 
case. Has there been a career interruption 
due to home duties or to a sabbatical with 
industry. Have you mainly been generating 
valuable intellectual property, which could 
not be published?  Do you have access to 
highly specialized equipment or networks? 
On this later point this should be indicated 
also in C3.  Max 250 words. 

This is optional but 
researchers should use the 
opportunity provided. 

Track Record 20% 
Nature of Collaboration 
25% 

F18 For APDI applicants only Please indicate here how you will make a 
contribution as a Fellow. In particular, 
please indicate what (in terms of skills, 
experience, expertise and knowledge) you 
will bring to the project as well as what the 
opportunity will do for you.  
In discussing the research environment, 
please talk about UNSW as well as stress 
what the partner organisation will be 
making available to the research 
environment. 
 

This section is compulsory 
where APDIs are included on 
your application. 

Track Record 20% 
Approach and Training 
20% 
Significance and 
Innovation 25% 

F21 Successful Eligibility 
Exemption for APDI candidate 

If you have applied for and been granted an 
eligibility exemption, please ensure you 
indicate this here. 
 

  

Part G Partner Organisation Details Section G is automatically generated for 
each Partner Organisation 

  



 
G1-4 Organisation details A copy of this section of the form will be 

automatically generated for each Partner 
Organisation once the Proposal Summary 
has been completed. 
 
Most of these questions will be 
autopopulated with answers, except for G1 
(contact person) and G4 (eligibility 
exemption if granted for organization). 

  

G5  UNSW advice regarding partner 
organisation letter of support Template 
letter for use by Partner Organisations 
supporting your Linkage Grants 
 
 
 

  

H1- H2 Research funding from the 
ARC and research funding 
from other agencies  

This information needs to be provided for 
all named investigators.   

See p 24 and 25 of the 
Instructions to Applicants for 
assistance in completing 
these tables. 

Track Record 20% 

I1 Statements on progress of ARC 
funded projects 

If you need to provide a report and the 
research in that report is related to this 
current study, you might want to discuss 
this in this report.   
 
Please emphasise the results coming out of 
current studies, especially if they are 
relevant to the industry or have commercial 
potential.  Please list publications. 

Upload a pdf of no more 
than 1 page per project – 
projects with funding 
awarded in 2008 for the 
Discovery Projects, Linkage 
Projects and Federation 
Fellowships Schemes. 

 

J1-3 Additional Details This section is important for ensuring your 
application is compliant, or potentially will 
be funded from elsewhere, or relates to 
particular current government special 
interest items.  Eligiblity information 
gathered here relates to : 
 

- medical /dental exemptions 
- researcher role 
- conflict of interest CI/APDI or 

  

http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/2009%20Schemes/Linkage_partnerletter_template.doc
http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/2009%20Schemes/Linkage_partnerletter_template.doc
http://www.gmo.unsw.edu.au/ApplyingForFunds/ARC/2009%20Schemes/Linkage_partnerletter_template.doc
http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP10_R1_Instructions_Revised.pdf


- and other requests 
 
but not to Fellowship or Partnership 
eligibility exemptions, which are dealt with 
at F21 and G4 respectively. 

 Certification The ARC requires that all investigators and 
their organisations sign off on the proposal. 
Please submit a hard copy of this 
certification to the GMO.  Note this is not 
sent to the ARC, it is retained by GMO and 
requested by the ARC at a later date. 
 

 
Certification proforma  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/LP10_Certification.pdf
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